Lower TRent TRAIL

Llistory

The histary of the Irall s an integral part of the histary of the river and it
settlements, Selflements sprang up alang the Trent River after the American
Revalution: many of these supported farmers living in Sidney Township. It was
along way for the famers in the northem end of the township to gat their praduce
to market and roads wera notoriously poor. - In addition thera was a thilving
lumber Induslry and tha Trent Rivar was & natural raute for rafing timber, Since
tha Trant Aier batween Glen Ross and Trent Part was not the most hospitable
of rivers, both the lumber industry and farmers were looking for eithar the saven
sots of raplds between Glen Ross and Trant Port to e tamed or for a railway o
b built. Eventually both wera buit. The raiway opened to irafic north of Trenton
Junction in 1884 with the Trent Canal being completed much later In 1920,
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The rall history of the area is fraught with failed aompts and bankruptcios
Althaugh the Grand Trunk Raltway, cannacting Montreal and Tarante apaned

in 1884. In 1909 the Canadian Northern Railway purchased the C.0.R. property.
It cama undsr the ownership of the Canadian National Railway in 1923 and

in 1856 and went thraugh Trentan Junction, | yaars before
piivate interosts completad bullding rail ks northerly into tha selements off
the Grand Trunk Rallway line, Thera were sharters issued and contractors hired
ta bulld rairoads throughaut Hastings County. Many of thesa endeavors falled
Itwas the citizens of Prince Edward Gaunty who jump started the railway
buikling pracess. Looking for a connection to the Grand Trunk line at

Trenton Junction, they farmed the Prince Edward Caunty Rallway Company.
Alink ta Trenton Junclian was buit. As with many rallway projacis during

his time, financlal problems sccurred. In 1881 theline Was sold o & graup of
Ohio financiers thet renamed it the Gentral Onterio Reilway Company (C.0..).
In 1883 the company embarked on an expansion phan that included a raway
from Trenton Junction to Coe Hill with a station in Frankford. [t pened for traffic

GLEN MILLER

such 1982, the rails in the late
1980's and sald ssctions of the 17 Kilometres between the 401 and Glan Ross
to several private companies and to Sidney Township. The Province af Ontario
acquired (7192 in 1998. Thy s qurrently in the hands of
the Ontario Ministry of Public Infrastructure Renewal and was dasignated as a
nan-motorized recreational trallin 1999,

Agroup of lacal community minded chizens, Friands of the Trail Ins., formad a
not-for-prafit crganization in 2005 to fulfill the raquirements of the government
study. Frisnds of the Trail Inc., has sntaredt into an agreement with th Ontaria
10 provid for d
the Lowar Trant Teail. We lok forward ta many ysars of enjoying the heritage
and natural beauty of out cammunity &s together we build the Lower Trant Trail.

Managed and Developed by:

Fcicw(r a[: e Tavil [see.

Our Vision

The Lowar Trent Traltwill ba an accessible asset which ailaws Jor preservation,
of tho ratural whie providing

public with a yearround milisss, pon-molorized recreational i, Efars will

be mada to conserve the cormdor's diverse nafura) features and processes

by minimiziog human inflsences including intrusive signage, amenities and

parking facifiios. The trail will e dovelopad to preserve and beautily the natural

envirenmant for the benalil of both witdife and human popufations. [t will offer

opportunities far pubile education and understanding of tha natural, cultural

and historic herilage. It williink qural and urban communiies socielly and
esonamisally The trail will provide epporunities for ouldaor physice! actity
and will also ba a plae for raspita fram & busy and freclic world: & place for
pegple (6 siow down for contempiation and mediialion,
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